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DISCUSSION:

Only part of CD ballot comment 150 regarding composite collating sequences has been addressed.  The missing part is: 

Clarify that there may be one  composite collating sequence and describe the relationship to the alphanumeric and national collating sequences.

This is addressed in CD 1.4 in concepts, but not in requirements.  This proposal addresses the requirements.

MEETING 218:     J4/99-0076 was discussed and direction was given for update.

PROPOSED CHANGES:

1. Page 67, add the following new section after 8.1.3, Alphabets:

"8.1.4   Collating sequences

A collating sequence defines the order of characters within a coded character set or COBOL alphabet for purposes of sorting, merging, and comparing data and for processing files with indexed organization accessed sequentially.  Logically, there are two collating sequences – an alphanumeric collating sequence and a national collating sequence.  An alphanumeric collating sequence defines the order associated with data items or record keys described as usage display; a national collating sequence defines the order associated with data items or record keys described as usage national.  These two logical collating sequences may be defined and implemented separately or may be defined and implemented as one composite collating sequence with characters mapped into a logical alphanumeric collating sequence and a logical national collating.

The default ordering associated with these collating sequences is defined by the implementor.  Specific orderings may be selected:


—  as the programming collating sequence, by specification of an alphabet or a locale in the PROGRAMMING COLLATING SEQUENCE clause of the OBJECT-COMPUTER paragraph;


—  for SORT or MERGE statements, by specification of a locale or alphabet in a SORT or MERGE statement;


—  for indexed files, by specification of a locale or alphabet in a RECORD KEY clause or an ALTERNATE RECORD key clause;

.
—  for specific comparisons, by use of the LOCALE-COMPARE or STANDARD-COMPARE intrinsic functions.   

When a locale is specified, the associated ordering is determined at runtime.  "

2. INDEX:       Collating sequences            p. 67, 8.1.4
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